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The Export Awards for Smaller 
Businesses were established in 
1969 to provide an annual 
showcase of best exporting 
practice to encourage smaller 
businesses to consider trading 
abroad. The awards were co-
sponsored by HSBC and Grant 
Thornton, and are the only 
awards to recognise, reward 
and encourage outstanding 
export achievement for smaller 
UK businesses. Entrants must be 
independent UK-based 
companies with no more than 
250 employees and who can 

show a proven sustained growth in export 
earnings over the past three years. Additionally, 
export earnings for the most recent year must 
have exceeded £100,000. Spectrum 
Technologies won three export awards in 2000, 
including the Company’s second Queen’s Award 
– for Enterprise for International Trade. 

In 2000, Spectrum Technologies PLC won the 
British Trade International Export Award for 
Smaller Businesses 2000, Welsh Region. Earlier 
that year, Spectrum was awarded the title of 
Exporter of the Year in an awards scheme 
coordinated by the National Assembly and 
sponsored by the Bank of Wales. Spectrum was 
also the only company in Wales that year to 
receive a Queen’s Award for Enterprise for 
International Trade. The award was given 
following the Company's high level of success in 
export markets during the previous three years  

 

 

 

 

 

during which export sales more than doubled. 

These latest accolades followed a string of other 

awards over the preceding several years 

 

 

 

Spectrum Technologies opened a new US Sales 
and Support office in Dallas, Fort Worth. A new 
20,000 sq.ft UK factory was also opened in 
Bridgend, UK. The First Minister of the National 
Assembly for Wales, the Rt. Hon. Rhodri 
Morgan, undertook the official opening of the 
Company’s new Bridgend factory on 16 
November 2000. 
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Picture 2: Spectrum Technologies, Bridgend- UK 
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Team building activities took place to reinforce 

team work and establish the company’s core 

values: TESCCO (Teamwork, Enthusiasm, Speed, 

Customer Focus, Continuous, Improvement, 

and Openness). 

 

 

 

In March Spectrum Technologies PLC completed 

the purchase of the entire issued share capital 

of RtMc Inc, of Phoenix, Arizona, USA, for a 

total consideration of $3.6 million. RtMc was 

the world leader in the manufacture and supply 

of laser wire stripping equipment (soon to 

become the SIENNA range) used in the 

production of electrical wiring systems for the 

telecoms, medical, consumer, computer and 

aerospace markets.  

In June Spectrum Technologies PLC purchased 

the business, trading name and assets of 

Vektronics Inc, of Vista, California, USA for a 

cash consideration of about $300,000. 

Vektronics was Spectrum’s main competitor in 

the global market for non-contact wire marking 

equipment used in the production of electrical 

wiring systems for the aerospace industry. 

Vektronics was established in 1981 as a 

developer of highly automated wire processing 

technology and equipment for aerospace wire 

harness production. Since 1990 Vektronics had 

focused on developing and supplying 

automated wire mark, measure and cut 

equipment to the aerospace market, similar in 

scope to Spectrum’s product range. However, in 

contrast to Spectrum, Vektronics had focused 

on ink jet marking as well as UV laser marking 

systems, whereas Spectrum had focused almost 

entirely on UV laser technology, which by then 

was the accepted the international aerospace 

standard. 

Spectrum Technologies was affected 

significantly by the 11 September attacks in the 

USA just like many other aerospace companies. 

Whilst the Company suffered no order 

cancellations, the resulting impact and long 

hiatus within the aerospace industry caused 

many customers to postpone placement of new 

orders. Despite these difficulties the Board was 

clear that there would be an ongoing demand 

for the Company’s CAPRIS wire marking 

products and authorised plans for the 

development of the fourth generation of wire 

marking products. Additionally, despite the 

obvious slowness in the markets, the Company 

also saw increasing interest in its newly 

acquired WD (SIENNA) laser wire stripper 

products. Nevertheless Spectrum had to make 

the painful decision to lay off a number of 

people at the end of 2001 due to the impact of 

9/11. 

 

 

In the USA Vektronics’ residual business was 

combined with RtMc Inc and Spectrum 

Picture 3: Team Building activities, 2001 
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2003 

Interconnect Inc and merged into a single new 

operating company: Spectrum Technologies 

USA Inc. and the company relocated its US HQ 

to new offices and factory in Phoenix.  

 

 

 

 

Following the development programme 

initiated after 9/11 Spectrum launched its new 

4th generation CAPRIS 50-100 entry level mid-

range laser wire markers using the Company’s 

new proprietary state-of-the-art industrial 

Longbow solid state laser. The launch customer 

for C50-100 was Aircraft Services Group (ASG) 

in Miami, FL USA.  

 

Spectrum built its last C100 #C10066 to Airbus 

in Hamburg. 

 

Spectrum had established a development 

programme for a new high performance 

industrial UV solid state flash lamp pumped 

laser for use in its 4th generation laser wire 

markers. This involved working closely with 

leading industry players. As part of this 

programme Vitaly Matsiuk who then worked 

with Spectrum’s lead laser supplier made many 

training and service visits to Spectrum. Later, 

Vitaly moved to the UK with his wife and joined 

Spectrum as a Senior Laser Engineer. Vitaly 

helped set up Spectrum’s own internal laser 

laboratories, making Spectrum self-sufficient in 

this key area, working first on the Longbow 1 

laser and then on the improved Longbow 2 

laser. Longbow powered all Spectrums’ solid 

state lasers from 2003 up until the recent 

development of the 6th generation diode 

pumped solid state laser products.  

Picture 4: Spectrum Technologies USA Inc, Phoenix 

Picture 5: C50-100 4th Generation 

Picture 6: C100 

Picture 5: Vitaly in Moscow 

Picture 7: Vitaly in Moscow, Russia 


